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Reflection

Verses to Live By

The man lived in unimaginable bondage.
Everyone had heard about him as he lived
among the tombs, unable to be restrained
(Mark 5:1-18). Surely people warned Jesus to
stay away from this man. Yet he continued toward the tombs, filled with compassion. As they
met, the man was so tormented he couldn’t
even ask for help. But Jesus spoke, the demons
fled, and the man was released. Divine mercy
brings freedom.

Mark 5, 1-18 1 They came to the other side of the sea, to the territory of
the Gerasenes. 2 When he got out of the boat, at once a man from the tombs
who had an unclean spirit met him. 3 The man had been dwelling among the
tombs, and no one could restrain him any longer, even with a chain. 4 In fact, he
had frequently been bound with shackles and chains, but the chains had been
pulled apart by him and the shackles smashed, and no one was strong enough to
subdue him. 5 Night and day among the tombs and on the hillsides he was always crying out and bruising himself with stones. 6 Catching sight of Jesus from
a distance, he ran up and prostrated himself before him, 7 crying out in a loud
voice, "What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I adjure
you by God, do not torment me!" 8 (He had been saying to him, "Unclean spirit,
come out of the man!") 9 He asked him, "What is your name?" He replied,
"Legion is my name. There are many of us." 10 And he pleaded earnestly with
him not to drive them away from that territory. 11 Now a large herd of swine 5
was feeding there on the hillside. 12 And they pleaded with him, "Send us into
the swine. Let us enter them." 13 And he let them, and the unclean spirits came
out and entered the swine. The herd of about two thousand rushed down a steep
bank into the sea, where they were drowned. 14 The swineherds ran away and
reported the incident in the town and throughout the countryside. And people
came out to see what had happened. 15 As they approached Jesus, they caught
sight of the man who had been possessed by Legion, sitting there clothed and in
his right mind. And they were seized with fear. 16 Those who witnessed the incident explained to them what had happened to the possessed man and to the
swine. 17 Then they began to beg him to leave their district. 18 As he was getting into the boat, the man who had been possessed pleaded to remain with him.

As Jesus was leaving Jericho, two blind men
called out to him: “Lord, Son of David, have
pity on us!” (Matthew 20:29-34). Even though
people told them to be quiet, they shouted even
louder. They believed God’s mercy and knew
how much they needed him. Again, full of love,
Jesus touched their eyes and restored their sight.
Divine mercy brings healing.
Zacchaeus was a tax collector known for
extorting money. Yet when he heard Jesus
would be coming by, he was determined to see
him (Luke 19:1-10). He was not deterred by his
short stature but climbed a tree to get a good
view. Jesus called to him, and the two shared a
meal together. Divine mercy transforms lives.
This is the miracle of divine mercy: It is
available to all of us right now. It is a free and
boundless gift from our Father. He has prepared a banquet hall for us, and he invites us all
to come. With bold and eager hearts, not allowing unbelief to keep us away, we can enter in
and receive all that he has for us.
God’s mercy is a fresh, ever-rushing river.
Jesus is inviting you today to immerse yourself
in his cleansing tide. How great is the love that
God lavishes on his children! His mercy is given
freely. So don’t hesitate. Come and surrender to
him, and receive the freedom, healing, and
transformation that spring from the heart of
Christ! “Father, I am awed by your compassion and love for me. Your mercy has raised
me up, cleansed me, and changed me. I
embrace the mercy you are pouring over me
right now. Lord, you are wonderful!”

Matthew 2-, 29-34 29 As they left Jericho, a great crowd followed
him. 30 Two blind men were sitting by the roadside, and when they heard that
Jesus was passing by, they cried out, "[Lord,] Son of David, have pity on us!" 31
The crowd warned them to be silent, but they called out all the more, "Lord, Son
of David, have pity on us!" 32 Jesus stopped and called them and said, "What do
you want me to do for you?" 33 They answered him, "Lord, let our eyes be
opened." 34 Moved with pity, Jesus touched their eyes. Immediately they received their sight, and followed him.
Luke 19:1-10 1 He came to Jericho and intended to pass through the
town. 2 Now a man there named Zacchaeus, who was a chief tax collector and
also a wealthy man, 3 was seeking to see who Jesus was; but he could not see him
because of the crowd, for he was short in stature. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed
a sycamore tree in order to see Jesus, who was about to pass that way. 5 When he
reached the place, Jesus looked up and said to him, "Zacchaeus, come down
quickly, for today I must stay at your house." 6 And he came down quickly and
received him with joy. 7 When they all saw this, they began to grumble, saying,
"He has gone to stay at the house of a sinner." 8 But Zacchaeus stood there and
said to the Lord, "Behold, half of my possessions, Lord, I shall give to the poor,
and if I have extorted anything from anyone I shall repay it four times over." 9
And Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house because this man
too is a descendant of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man has come to seek and to
save what was lost."
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Divine Mercy

Novena
Jesus asked that the Feast of the Divine Mercy be preceded by a
Novena to the Divine Mercy which would begin on Good Friday.
He gave St. Faustina an intention to pray for on each day of the
Novena, saving for the last day the most difficult intention of all,
the lukewarm and indifferent of whom He said:
"These souls cause Me more suffering than any others; it was from such
souls that My soul felt the most revulsion in the Garden of Olives. It was on
their account that I said: 'My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass Me by.'
The last hope of salvation for them is to flee to My Mercy."
In her diary, St. Faustina wrote that Jesus told her: "On each day
of the novena you will bring to My heart a different group of souls and you will
immerse them in this ocean of My mercy ... On each day you will beg My Father, on the strength of My passion, for the graces for these souls."

First Day
"Today bring to Me all mankind, especially all sinners, and
immerse them in the ocean of My mercy. In this way you will
console Me in the bitter grief into which the loss of souls
plunges Me."
Most Merciful Jesus, whose very nature it is to have compassion on us and to forgive us, do not look upon our sins but upon
our trust which we place in Your infinite goodness. Receive us all
into the abode of Your Most Compassionate Heart, and never let
us escape from It. We beg this of You by Your love which unites
You to the Father and the Holy Spirit.
Eternal Father, turn Your merciful gaze upon all mankind and
especially upon poor sinners, all enfolded in the Most Compassionate Heart of Jesus. For the sake of His sorrowful Passion show
us Your mercy, that we may praise the omnipotence of Your
mercy for ever and ever. Amen.
consolation in the midst of an ocean of bitterness."
-Second Day

Most Merciful Jesus, from the treasury of Your mercy, You
impart Your graces in great abundance to each and all. Receive us
"Today bring to Me the Souls of Priests and Religious, and
into the abode of Your Most Compassionate Heart and never let
immerse them in My unfathomable mercy. It was they who
us escape from It. We beg this grace of You by that most wongave me strength to endure My bitter Passion. Through them
drous love for the heavenly Father with which Your Heart burns
as through channels My mercy flows out upon mankind."
so fiercely.
Most Merciful Jesus, from whom comes all that is good, inEternal Father, turn Your merciful gaze upon faithful souls, as
crease Your grace in men and women consecrated to Your serupon the inheritance of Your Son. For the sake of His sorrowful
vice,* that they may perform worthy works of mercy; and that all
Passion, grant them Your blessing and surround them with Your
who see them may glorify the Father of Mercy who is in heaven.
constant protection. Thus may they never fail in love or lose the
Eternal Father, turn Your merciful gaze upon the company of treasure of the holy faith, but rather, with all the hosts of Angels
chosen ones in Your vineyard -- upon the souls of priests and reli- and Saints, may they glorify Your boundless mercy for endless
gious; and endow them with the strength of Your blessing. For the ages. Amen.
love of the Heart of Your Son in which they are enfolded, impart
Fourth Day
to them Your power and light, that they may be able to guide others in the way of salvation and with one voice sing praise to Your "Today bring to Me those who do not believe in God and
Third Day
those who do not know Me, I was thinking also of them during My bitter Passion, and their future zeal comforted My
"Today bring to Me all Devout and Faithful Souls, and imHeart. Immerse them in the ocean of My mercy."
merse them in the ocean of My mercy. These souls brought
Most compassionate Jesus, You are the Light of the whole
me consolation on the Way of the Cross. They were a drop of
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world. Receive into the abode of Your Most Compassionate
Heart the souls of those who do not believe in God and of those
who as yet do not know You. Let the rays of Your grace
enlighten them that they, too, together with us, may extol Your
wonderful mercy; and do not let them escape from the abode
which is Your Most Compassionate Heart.
Eternal Father, turn Your merciful gaze upon the souls of
those who do not believe in You, and of those who as yet do not
know You, but who are enclosed in the Most Compassionate
Heart of Jesus. Draw them to the light of the Gospel. These souls
do not know what great happiness it is to love You. Grant that
they, too, may extol the generosity of Your mercy for endless
ages. Amen.

Fifth Day
"Today bring to Me the Souls of those who have separated
themselves from My Church, and immerse them in the
ocean of My mercy. During My bitter Passion they tore at
My Body and Heart, that is, My Church. As they return to
unity with the Church My wounds heal and in this way they
alleviate My Passion."
Most Merciful Jesus, Goodness Itself, You do not refuse light
to those who seek it of You. Receive into the abode of Your
Most Compassionate Heart the souls of those who have separated themselves from Your Church. Draw them by Your light
into the unity of the Church, and do not let them escape from the
abode of Your Most Compassionate Heart; but bring it about
that they, too, come to glorify the generosity of Your mercy.
Eternal Father, turn Your merciful gaze upon the souls of
those who have separated themselves from Your Son's Church,
who have squandered Your blessings and misused Your graces by
obstinately persisting in their errors. Do not look upon their errors, but upon the love of Your own Son and upon His bitter
Passion, which He underwent for their sake, since they, too, are
enclosed in His Most Compassionate Heart. Bring it about that
they also may glorify Your great mercy for endless ages. Amen.

Sixth Day
Today bring to Me the Meek and Humble Souls and the Souls of
Little Children, and immerse them in My mercy. These souls
most closely resemble My Heart. They strengthened Me during
My bitter agony. I saw them as earthly Angels, who will keep vigil
at My altars. I pour out upon them whole torrents of grace. I
favor humble souls with My confidence.
Most Merciful Jesus, You yourself have said, "Learn from Me
for I am meek and humble of heart." Receive into the abode of
Your Most Compassionate Heart all meek and humble souls and
the souls of little children. These souls send all heaven into ecstasy and they are the heavenly Father's favorites. They are a
sweet-smelling bouquet before the throne of God; God Himself
takes delight in their fragrance. These souls have a permanent
abode in Your Most Compassionate Heart, O Jesus, and they
unceasingly sing out a hymn of love and mercy.
Eternal Father, turn Your merciful gaze upon meek souls,
upon humble souls, and upon little children who are enfolded in
the abode which is the Most Compassionate Heart of Jesus.
These souls bear the closest resemblance to Your Son. Their fra-
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grance rises from the earth and reaches Your very throne. Father of
mercy and of all goodness, I beg You by the love You bear these
souls and by the delight You take in them: Bless the whole world,
that all souls together may sing out the praises of Your mercy for
endless ages. Amen.

Seventh Day
Today bring to Me the Souls who especially venerate and glorify My Mercy*, and immerse them in My mercy. These souls
sorrowed most over my Passion and entered most deeply into
My spirit. They are living images of My Compassionate
Heart. These souls will shine with a special brightness in the
next life. Not one of them will go into the fire of hell. I shall
particularly defend each one of them at the hour of death.
Most Merciful Jesus, whose Heart is Love Itself, receive into the
abode of Your Most Compassionate Heart the souls of those who
particularly extol and venerate the greatness of Your mercy. These
souls are mighty with the very power of God Himself. In the midst
of all afflictions and adversities they go forward, confident of Your
mercy; and united to You, O Jesus, they carry all mankind on their
shoulders. These souls will not be judged severely, but Your mercy
will embrace them as they depart from this life.
Eternal Father, turn Your merciful gaze upon the souls who
glorify and venerate Your greatest attribute, that of Your fathomless mercy, and who are enclosed in the Most Compassionate Heart
of Jesus. These souls are a living Gospel; their hands are full of
deeds of mercy, and their hearts, overflowing with joy, sing a canticle of mercy to You, O Most High! I beg You O God:
Show them Your mercy according to the hope and trust they
have placed in You. Let there be accomplished in them the promise
of Jesus, who said to them that during their life, but especially at
the hour of death, the souls who will venerate this fathomless
mercy of His, He, Himself, will defend as His glory. Amen.

Eighth Day
"Today bring to Me the Souls who are in the prison of Purgatory, and immerse them in the abyss of My mercy. Let the
torrents of My Blood cool down their scorching flames. All
these souls are greatly loved by Me. They are making retribution to My justice. It is in your power to bring them relief.
Draw all the indulgences from the treasury of My Church and
offer them on their behalf. Oh, if you only knew the torments
they suffer, you would continually offer for them the alms of
the spirit and pay off their debt to My justice."
Most Merciful Jesus, You Yourself have said that You desire
mercy; so I bring into the abode of Your Most Compassionate
Heart the souls in Purgatory, souls who are very dear to You, and
yet, who must make retribution to Your justice. May the streams of
Blood and Water which gushed forth from Your Heart put out the
flames of Purgatory, that there, too, the power of Your mercy may
be celebrated.
Eternal Father, turn Your merciful gaze upon the souls suffering
in Purgatory, who are enfolded in the Most Compassionate Heart
of Jesus. I beg You, by the sorrowful Passion of Jesus Your Son,
and by all the bitterness with which His most sacred Soul was
flooded: Manifest Your mercy to the souls who are under Your just
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Best Tool for Evangelization
With so many (so-called)
Catholics away from the practice of their faith, there is a
great need for evangelization.
Not only are we all called to
actively evangelize all peoples,
we are called to bring home our
lost and alienated brethren.

them, if only they were
willing to accept My grace.
The greatest sinners would
achieve great sanctity, if
only they would trust in
My mercy”. (Diary, 1784)

Internet Links:
DEVOTIONS HOMEPAGE
http://www.ewtn.com/devo
tionals/mercy/index.htm

turn to Him by going to ConfesTrust is a key word for
sion and then receiving Holy
CHAPLET PRINT FORM
Divine Mercy. Our Lord
Communion on that feast-day.
http://www.ewtn.com/devo
in His great wisdom knew
He said “Whoever aptionals/mercy/dmmap.htm
that in these times, the
proaches the fountain of life on
words “Jesus, I trust in
this day will be granted the comCHAPLET AUDIO VIDEO
You” would have a proplete forgiveness of sins and
http://www.ewtn.com/devo
found meaning for those
punishment” (Diary, 300). Jesus
who might need some mo- tionals/mercy/audvid.htm
is attempting to get souls to
In His revelations to Saint
tivation to come to Him
Faustina, which He gave for the receive Holy Communion in a
SISTER FAUSTINA
and to ask for His mercy.
perfect state of grace, without
world, Jesus remarked that
http://www.ewtn.com/devo
Our Lord’s placement
“The loss of each soul plunges sin.
tionals/mercy/stfaust.htm
of the feast on the Sunday
Me into mortal sadness” and
It is quite clear that Jesus
after Easter gives pastors the
that “The flames of mercy are
wants this particular Sunday to
urged to go to Confession!
perfect opportunity to address
burning Me, clamoring to be
be set apart. Our Lord said “I
One of the requirements of
the greatest crowds that attend
spent” (from the diary, entry
desire that the Feast of Mercy be
Catholics is the confession of
on Easter Sunday. He knows
#1397, 50). If we love Jesus,
a refuge and a shelter for all
their sins at least once a year.
that many people are looking
then we must do everything
souls, and especially for poor
for a good reason to start com- Studies have shown that most
that we can, to find His lost
sinners. On that day the very
people are in great need of fuling back to church. What betsheep.
depths of My tender mercy are
filling this most important preter reason than to be able to
open. I pour out a whole ocean
Our Lord has given us a
cept of the Church. Our Lord
start over again with a great
of graces upon those souls who
very simple way to bring our
said “I desire that priests propromise for the total forgiveapproach the fount of My
lost sheep back home. It is
claim this great mercy of Mine
ness of sins and punishment?
mercy. The soul that will go to
called the “Feast of Mercy” or
towards souls of sinners”.
Who wouldn’t benefit from
Confession and receive Holy
“Divine Mercy Sunday”. This
(Diary, 50) What greater reason
that?
Communion will obtain comgreat feast, which the Church
could there ever be, than Jesus’
Topping that off is the fact
has been celebrating universally plete forgiveness of sins and
promise, to urge everyone into
that Jesus said that “The greatsince Pope John Paul II canon- punishment. On that day are
Reconciliation?
opened all the divine floodgates est sinners would achieve great
ized St. Faustina, in the year
The Vatican has also added a
through which graces flow. Let sanctity”. What could be more
2000, has everything in it that
Plenary Indulgence to this feast,
we need to restore our Church. no soul fear to draw near to Me, beneficial? Souls achieving
which is to remain perpetually
great sanctity for just going to
Jesus requested that a Feast even though its sins be as scarin place. The beauty of this
Confession and then receiving
let”. (Diary, 699)
of Mercy be established in the
indulgence is the increased
Holy Communion on Mercy
That’s not all. Jesus said “I
Church on the Sunday after
Sunday? What could be easier? amount of time that is gives to
Easter and He has made a great want to pour out My divine life
People just need to be seriously priests to hear confessions. It is
promise to any soul that would into human souls and to sanctify
allowed for one to go to Confession up to about 20 days,
scrutiny. Look upon them in no other way but only through the Wounds of Jesus, Your dearly bebefore or after, Divine Mercy
loved Son; for we firmly believe that there is no limit to Your goodness and compassion. Amen.
Sunday.

Ninth Day

It’s so simple. Just remind
everyone on Easter, that the
in the abyss of My mercy. These souls wound My Heart most painfully. My soul
following Sunday is a very spesuffered the most dreadful loathing in the Garden of Olives because of lukewarm souls. They cial feast called Divine Mercy
were the reason I cried out: 'Father, take this cup away from Me, if it be Your will.' For them, Sunday where they can receive
the last hope of salvation is to run to My mercy."
the total forgiveness of their
sins and punishment. Sinners
Most compassionate Jesus, You are Compassion Itself. I bring lukewarm souls into the abode of
will be filled with grace, as Jesus
Your Most Compassionate Heart. In this fire of Your pure love, let these tepid souls who, like
promised, and then they will
corpses, filled You with such deep loathing, be once again set aflame. O Most Compassionate Jesus,
exercise the omnipotence of Your mercy and draw them into the very ardor of Your love, and bestow radiate that love and mercy to
others that will cause a ripple
upon them the gift of holy love, for nothing is beyond Your power.
effect throughout the Church!
Eternal Father, turn Your merciful gaze upon lukewarm souls who are nonetheless enfolded in the What a great gift Jesus has given
Most Compassionate Heart of Jesus. Father of Mercy, I beg You by the bitter Passion of Your Son
us! - Robert R. Allard, Direcand by His three-hour agony on the Cross: Let them, too, glorify the abyss of Your mercy. Amen.
tor, Apostles of Divine Mercy
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